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The radio continued to bleat his words through the
south-west wind over the murky Adriatic. The Duce
went on to speak of Austria. Murder was in the air.
Chancellor Dollfuss had been shot in the previous July.

"As regards Austria, we will defend with all our
power the independence of the Austrian Republic, an
independence now consecrated by the blood of a chan-
cellor, a little man but with great spirit," declared the
voice of Mussolini.

It was a less resolute and arrogant voice speaking
in 1934, the voice of Italy before the Abyssinian con-
quest, before the Spanish adventure, before the inaugura-
tion of the axis of Rome-Berlin, Mussolini warned
those in Germany who vainly attempted to frustrate
the historical destiny of Italy. No words of friendship
for Germany in that speech 1 He was at that time
more interested to have an understanding with France
than with Germany. Because if influential politicians
in France could be won over he would have a force
capable of ham-stringing the efforts of England and the
League of Nations when he attacked Abyssinia. He
was tapping Laval. He was able to report that "the
relationship with France has greatly improved during
the last year. If we get the understanding with France
we require it will be most profitable and fruitful for
European interests generally."

He then made a passing reference to England and
the failure of the policy of disarmament. Now that
the compromise of disarmament had failed an improve-
ment in the relationship of the various European powers
was generally advantageous. Finally the Duce declared
his faith that Fascism was the type par excellence of
European civilization in our age.

"I at once sent a telegram to Belgrade instructing
the Press how it should comment on this, speech," said
Jevtitch. "I asked them to refrain from provocative
commentary, merely to report it objectively."

The Dtibrwnik ploughed its way across the Adriatic